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ENGLISH 301: BRITISH LITERATURE I 
Fall 2010, TTH 4:30-5:45, MC 359 

 

Darcy L. Brandel       Office/Phone: MC 262 / 313.927.1447 

Depart of English and ML      Office hours: T, Th 10-11 am. 

dbrandel@marygrove.edu      Additional hours available by appt. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

English 301 is a survey of major British writers from medieval times through the Romantic period.  These 

writers articulate some of the contesting ideologies that influence attitudes and behavior in England throughout 

(roughly) the tenth through the early nineteenth centuries. The primary aim of the course is to introduce you to a 

selection of works of early British literature and to help you learn to read them closely—with respect to both 

content and form—within their historical and social contexts. We will concentrate on these fundamental issues: 

 the development and transformation of the English language 

 beliefs about God or a principle of universal order 

 attitudes about money and class 

 attitudes about race and ethnicity  

 attitudes about gender roles and sexuality 

 the relationship between humanity and nature 

 

This course is designed to realize all three major goals of the College mission: to develop in students the skills 

necessary to understand and participate effectively in the world; to foster in students the compassion to care 

about and respect the worth and dignity of people; and to promote the commitment to act responsibly for the 

building of a more just and humane world.  

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

1. To examine the ideas and attitudes of major British writers and to study the ways that their choices of 

words, themes, and genres reflect the contesting values influencing British culture. 

2. To increase your sophistication as a critic of British culture, values, and policies based on the issues raised 

in the work of early British writers. 

3. To provide occasions for class discussion and negotiation about assigned texts as well as for independent 

scholarship, analysis, and interpretation.  

4. To sharpen your abilities to develop responses to assigned literature, and communicate those responses to 

others using appropriate evidence. 

5. To increase your sophistication of style, organization, and development in writing and speaking critically 

about literature. 

6. To gain confidence in your ability to read, analyze, discuss, and write about literature. 

 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

1.  The following required books are available for purchase in the bookstore: 

Austen, Jane. Emma (1816) 

Greenblatt, Stephen, et al., eds. The Norton Anthology of English Literature: The Major Authors. 8
th
 ed.  

(2006).  ISBN: 0-393-92829-2  

2.  Additional readings will be provided in class and/or on our Blackboard course site. 

3. You will need a good college dictionary (American Heritage and Webster’s Collegiate are adequate choices). 
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ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 

1. Weekly Blackboard responses (10%). Prior to each class, you will post a response (about one page, double-

spaced, in typescript) on our online Blackboard discussion forum taking up some aspect of the required reading 

that particularly engaged you. Be sure to reference specific passages from the reading in articulating your 

thoughts and questions. Blackboard responses should be posted *no later than 4 pm* each class day. 

 

2. Midterm and final exams (50%: each 25%). Periodically throughout the course, you will be asked to 

demonstrate your close-reading and critical thinking skills on an exam.  Though the majority of each exam will 

take place in class, there will also be a take-home essay portion as well. Additional details TBA. 

 

3. One formal essay (25%). Due to the nature of a survey course, we can only hope to scratch the surface of 

available texts or do justice to those authors whom we will be reading. To compensate for whatever might be 

omitted, students should adopt an author and a text by that author for close study during the semester. The 

author should be one assigned in the syllabus, but the text should be a substantial work (or works, if you so 

choose) NOT assigned in the syllabus. This assignment gives you the opportunity to broaden your understanding 

about that author and text(s), and report on this process in a paper. A thesis statement of significant critical 

insight should be carefully and logically developed throughout the paper. “Broadening your understanding” 

about the texts should include consulting secondary sources, since researching what other scholars have to say 

helps you think more—or differently—about the texts you have read. Useful questions to ask yourself are these: 

What is my main interest or point of contact with this author or texts? What do I think about my texts after 

having read what secondary sources say? The essay should be about 6-8 pages, should have a works cited page, 

and should follow the MLA style for format and citations. It will be evaluated on the intellectual significance of 

its thesis, the clarity and thoroughness of its development, and the extent to which it adheres to mechanical and 

editing conventions.  

 

4. Attendance and participation (15%) in all class discussions and activities. 

 

 

COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 

1. Attendance is mandatory. Come to every class and come on time. In a discussion-based class, the process of 

critical thinking and collective inquiry is as important as the conclusions reached. Therefore, in order to be 

successful in this course, it is essential that you attend class AND participate. If you are not able to attend, 

you are responsible for material missed, so make a friend on the first day that you can call to find out what 

we covered. Understand, however, that no summary of a discussion can replace your own participation in 

the classroom learning process.   

2. If I detect a pattern of absence, I will contact the Dean and your advisor in order to recommend that you 

withdraw from the course. You cannot pass the course if you demonstrate an extensive pattern of absence. 

3. We will usually begin with a check-in round, in which everyone will say a few words about her/his current 

state of mind. Toward the end of each session, we will take time to reflect on how our seminar discussion 

went: what have we learned about the topic at hand and about our own group process, and why does any of 

this matter? 

4. Using cell phones is not appropriate during class. Make sure you turn off such devices before class begins. 

5. You are expected to complete all assignments on time. If you think that you will be unable to meet a 

deadline, talk with me ahead of time to negotiate a possible extension. Late assignments will be lowered one 

full letter grade. I only give make-up exams in cases of serious emergency. Your ability to meet the 

deadlines of this course will be factored into your attendance and participation grade. 

6. Plagiarism is a serious breach of academic honesty and discipline. Plagiarized assignments are given a grade 

of 0/E. Any student guilty of plagiarism or cheating is reported to the Dean. Such offenses may result in 

academic probation, suspension, or dismissal from the college. 

7. Students who need special consideration because of any sort of disability should make an appointment to 

see me; I will be as cooperative as possible in making any necessary accommodations. 

 



3 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

 

Week 1  

T Sep 07 Intro and syllabus overview; getting acquainted  

 

Th Sep 09 Introduction to the Middle Ages  

Relevant readings: Norton intro (1-23) and handout 

Week 2  

T Sep 14 Guest lecture by Professor Levin on Old English poetry 

Relevant readings: Beowulf (26-97) 

 

Th Sep 16 Old English poetry, cont’d 

Relevant readings: Beowulf  

Week 3  

T Sep 21 Anglo-Norman literature 

Relevant readings: Marie de France, Lanval (98-111) 

 

Th Sep 23 Middle English literature 

Relevant readings: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight  (112-165) 

 

Week 4  

T Sep 28  Middle English literature, cont’d 

Relevant readings: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight  

 

 

Th Sep 30 Middle English literature, cont’d: the religious pilgrimage 

Relevant readings: Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales: “The General Prologue” (168-190) and  

Harvard University website on The Canterbury Tales 

Week 5  

T Oct 05 The religious pilgrimage, cont’d   

Relevant readings: The Canterbury Tales: “The Wife of Bath’s Prologue” (207-226) 

 

Th Oct 07 Guest lecture by Professor Becker on “The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale”  

Relevant readings: The Canterbury Tales: “The Wife of Bath’s Tale” (226-234) 

     

Week 6 

T Oct 12  Introduction to the Sixteenth Century 

Relevant readings: Norton intro (319-347); Elizabeth I bio and writings (357-365) 

 

Th Oct 14  Shakespearian drama 

Relevant readings: Shakespeare bio (493-497) and Twelfth Night (510-572)  

Week 7  

T Oct 19  Shakespearian drama, cont’d 

Relevant readings: Twelfth Night 

 

Th Oct 21  Shakespearian drama, cont’d 

Relevant readings: Twelfth Night 

 

Week 8  

T Oct 26 General recap and exam review 

 

Th Oct 28 *Midterm exam* 
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Week 9  

T Nov 02 Intro to the early 17 C and guest lecture by Professor Martin on the metaphysical poets 

Relevant readings: Norton intro (575-599) and selected poetry TBA  

 

Th Nov 04 Milton and the epic poem 

Relevant readings: Milton bio (693-696) and sels from Paradise Lost TBA 

 

Week 10 

T Nov 09 Milton and the epic poem, cont’d 

Relevant readings: Sels from Paradise Lost 

 

Th Nov 11 Travel narrative as cultural critique 

Relevant readings: Behn bio (922-924) and Oroonoko, or The Royal Slave (927-971) 

Week 11  

T Nov 16  Travel narrative and satire as cultural critique 

Relevant readings: Oroonoko, or The Royal Slave; Swift bio (971-973) and  

“A Modest Proposal” (1114-1119) 

 

Th Nov 18 *Paper proposal due*; the comedy of manners 

Relevant readings: Austen, Emma: Volume I 

 

Week 12  

T Nov 23 The comedy of manners, cont’d  

Relevant readings: Austen, Emma: Volume II  

 

Th Nov 25 NO CLASS—THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 

 

Week 13  

T Nov 30 The comedy of manners, cont’d 

Relevant readings:   Austen, Emma: Volume III 

 

Th Dec 02 Introduction to the Romantic Period and the Romantic poets 

Relevant readings:   Norton intro (1363-1387); Blake bio (1406-1409) and sels from Songs  

of Innocence and of Experience (1410-1425) 

 

Week 14  

T Dec 07 *Paper due no later than Dec 08 at noon*; the Romantic poets, cont’d 

Relevant readings: Selected poems by Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats TBA 

 

Th Dec 09 Exam review, final wrap-up, course and self evaluations 

 

Exam Week 

T Dec 14 *FINAL EXAM—4:30-6:30pm*  


