
M  a  r  y  g  r  o  v  e        C  o  l  l  e  g  e
ENGLISH 160-01: INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE 

Fall 2016, MW 6:00-7:15 pm, MC 291 

Darcy L. Brandel      Office/Phone: MC 262 / 313.927.1447 
Chair, English & Modern Languages    Office hours: M, T, W 3-4 pm 
dbrandel@marygrove.edu     Additional hours available by appt. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

In Grace Paley’s short story “Listening,” a previously unknown character suddenly demands an explanation for 
why the narrator has left her out of earlier stories she claims to have been a part of. The accusation is startling, 
for it reveals a silent presence that readers were unaware existed. This moment disrupts our perspective, making 
readers better able to question and imagine the additional voices that may continue to remain silent in Paley’s 
and other texts. 

In this course, we will consider this question of voice and its relationship to issues such as power, credibility, 
and purpose. As we read various fiction, drama and poetry, we’ll consider not only the voices and perspectives 
present in the texts, but also those that remain absent. As we read, we’ll ask: who is speaking? Who is silent? 
Who is never allowed a presence? What might the dialogue look like between these voices? Where might we 
find contradictions, similarities? What kinds of relationships might these characters/authors/texts have with one 
another? And why does any of this matter in the larger world? In considering such questions, we will reveal the 
diverse and contradictory voices present in literature as well as gain a deeper understanding of the larger 
purposes and implications of literary genres and representations. 

INSTITUTIONAL AND COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Marygrove College believes that every individual has the responsibility to exercise leadership for the common 
good. A Marygrove College education concentrates on developing the knowledge, awareness, abilities, and 
courage that produces competent, compassionate, and committed graduates whose leadership benefits the 
communities in which they live and work. Marygrove has adopted seven institutional learning outcomes that 
promote urban leadership aptitudes. English 160: Introduction to Literature is designed to help you develop 
capabilities in the following areas at the introductory level: (1) critical and creative thought, (2) effective 
communication, (3) depth and breadth of knowledge, and (4) promotion of social justice. Further, as a general 
education course satisfying the literature and languages requirement, English 160 emphasizes the powers and 
uses of words to engage the complex array of forces that continually transforms our world. 

Further, as part of your successful completion of English 160, you will: 
1. Respond critically and creatively to works in all literary genres 
2. Effectively communicate your responses in speech and writing and develop an appreciation for the 

pleasures of reading and communicating about literature 
3. Identify elements of the major literary genres (fiction, drama, poetry) and recognize how content, 

form, and social and cultural context combine to construct literary meaning 
4. Practice close reading and thorough analysis of the works covered 
5. Know a variety of literary works and authors from diverse cultural and historical backgrounds 
6. Learn the basic elements and vocabulary of the study of literature 
7. Make connections between works of literature and the forces affecting our city, nation, and world 

and develop your awareness of such issues so that you will leave class better able to question the 
levels of diversity and social justice present within other texts 

8. Examine a range of perspectives in literature with a willingness to hear alternate views to advance 
respectful understanding 
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COURSE MATERIALS 

1.  The following required texts will be made available to you for purchase in the bookstore: 

  Kennedy and Gioia, eds. Backpack Literature (4th ed, ISBN: 978-0205151660) 
  Johnson, Mat. Loving Day (ISBN: 978-0812983661) 

2.  Additional readings will be provided in class, sent via email, and/or placed on our course Blackboard site. 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 

1. Weekly reading journal (10%) Each week, you are required to post an informal response to the readings on our 
online Blackboard discussion forum. Your responses are due by 5pm each Wednesday and should be about one-
two pages, double-spaced, in typescript. The purpose of the reading journal entries is to document your ideas about 
the texts as you are reading them, as well as to raise questions and to discuss connections and contradictions within 
and between texts. Your journal entries are a space for you to explore personal connections and/or struggles you 
may be experiencing as you work through the readings. These responses are meant to be spontaneous and informal; 
therefore, you will not be expected to produce polished writing. Instead, the reading journal allows you to explore 
your initial reactions to the readings openly, creatively, and without fear or anxiety. You are also encouraged to read 
and respond to other students’ journal entries throughout the semester. 

2. Three exams (75% total: each worth 25%) Periodically throughout the course, you will be asked to demonstrate 
your close-reading and critical thinking skills on an exam. Though the majority of each exam will take place in 
class, there will also be a take-home essay portion as well. The exams will cover relevant terminology, themes, and 
literary methodologies up to that point. Additional details TBA. 

3. Attendance and participation (15%) in all class discussions and activities. 

COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

1. Attendance is mandatory. Come to every class and come on time. In a discussion-based class, the process of 
critical thinking and collective inquiry is as important as the conclusions reached. Therefore, in order to be 
successful in this course, it is essential that you attend class AND participate. If you are not able to attend, you are 
responsible for material missed, so make a friend on the first day that you can call to find out what we covered. 
Understand, however, that no summary of a discussion can replace your own participation in the classroom 
learning process.   

2. If I detect a pattern of absence, I will contact the Dean and your advisor in order to recommend that you withdraw 
from the course. You cannot pass the course if you demonstrate an extensive pattern of absence. 

3. We will usually begin with a check-in round, in which everyone will say a few words about her/his current state 
of mind. Toward the end of each session, we will take time to reflect on how our seminar discussion went: what 
have we learned about the topic at hand and about our own group process, and why does any of this matter? 

4. Texting and/or taking phone calls is not appropriate during class. Make sure you silence your phone before class 
begins. 

5. You are expected to complete all assignments on time. If you think that you will be unable to meet a deadline, 
talk with me ahead of time to negotiate a possible extension. Late assignments will be penalized. I only give 
make-up exams in cases of serious emergency. Your ability to meet the deadlines of this course will be factored 
into your attendance and participation grade. 

6. Plagiarism is a serious breach of academic honesty and discipline. You are responsible for understanding and 
complying with the policy on plagiarism as described in the undergraduate catalog. Plagiarized assignments are 
given a grade of 0/E. Any student guilty of plagiarism or cheating is reported to the Dean. Such offenses may 
result in academic probation, suspension, or dismissal from the college. 

7. Marygrove College maintains a supportive academic environment for students with disabilities. To ensure equal 
access to all educational programs, activities and services, students with disabilities should notify the College, 
provide documentation, and request reasonable accommodations. If you require academic accommodations in this 
course, you must contact Disability Support Services by email at <dss@marygrove.edu> to establish an 
accommodations plan with the Coordinator; I will be as cooperative as possible in honoring your approved 
accommodations plan.  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COURSE SCHEDULE 

Week 1  
W Sep 07 Course introduction and syllabus overview; getting acquainted 

Week 2 
M Sep 12 Considering voice and silence 

Relevant readings: Paley, Grace. “Zagrowsky Tells” and “Listening” (both copies) 

W Sep 14 Theoretical and critical contexts 
  Relevant readings: Butler, Judith. “Values of Difficulty”  
     hooks, bell. “Theory as Liberatory Practice” (both copies)  

Week 3 
M Sep 19 Considering narrative: how and why 
  Relevant readings: Alexie, Sherman. “This Is What It Means to Say Phoenix, Arizona”  
     Atwood, Margaret. “Happy Endings” (both in BL) 
      

W Sep 21 Drama and point of view: whose story do we hear? 
Relevant readings: Glaspell, Susan. Trifles (in BL) 

Week 4  
M Sep 26 Drama and point of view, continued 

Relevant readings: Shakespeare, William. Othello (in BL) 

W Sep 28 Drama and point of view, continued 
Relevant readings: Shakespeare, William. Othello (in BL) 

Week 5 
M Oct 03 Drama and point of view, continued 

Relevant readings: Shakespeare, William. Othello (in BL) 

W Oct 05 Exam review: understanding the larger picture 

Week 6  
M Oct 10 *IN-CLASS EXAM #1* 

W Oct 12 Reconsidering Desdemona 
Relevant readings: Chopin, Kate. “The Story of an Hour” 
   Kincaid, Jamaica. “Girl” 

     Plath, Sylvia. “Daddy” (all 3 in BL) 
Week 7 
M Oct 17 Reconsidering Desdemona, continued 

Relevant readings: Houston, Pam. “How to Talk to a Hunter” 
   Rankine, Claudia. Sels from Citizen (both copies) 

   
W Oct 19 Poetics, rhythm and rhyme 

Relevant readings: various poems TBA (in BL) 

Week 8  
M Oct 24 Poetics, rhythm and rhyme, continued 

Relevant readings: student selected poetry (in BL) 

W Oct 26 Poetics, rhythm and rhyme, continued 
Relevant readings: student selected poetry (in BL) 
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Week 9 
M Oct 31 Poetics, rhythm and rhyme, continued 

Relevant readings: student selected poetry (in BL) 

W Nov 02 Poetics, rhythm and rhyme, continued 
Relevant readings: student selected poetry (in BL) 

Week 10 
M Nov 07 Exam review: understanding the larger picture 

W Nov 09 *IN-CLASS EXAM #2* 

Week 11 
M Nov 14 Short-story forms: how perspective shapes narrative 

Relevant readings: Carver, Raymond. “Cathedral” (in BL)  

W Nov 16 Short-story forms: how perspective shapes narrative, continued 
Relevant readings: Walker, Alice. “Everyday Use” (in BL)  

Week 12 
M Nov 21 Short-story forms: how perspective shapes narrative, continued 

Relevant readings: O’Brien, Tim. “The Things They Carried” (in BL) 

W Nov 23 NO CLASS—Independent reading and research on Mat Johnson 

Week 13 
M Nov 28 Considering the novel: character development and perspective 

Relevant readings: Johnson, Mat. Loving Day 
  
W Nov 30 Considering the novel: character development and perspective, continued  

Relevant readings: Johnson, Mat. Loving Day 

Week 14 
M Dec 05 Considering the novel: character development and perspective, continued 

Relevant readings: Johnson, Mat. Loving Day 

W Dec 07 Exam review, final wrap-up, course and self evaluations 

Week 15 
M Dec 12 *FINAL EXAM* 
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