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ENGLISH 314/514: LITERARY THEORY AND CRITICISM 
Winter 2012, Mondays 6:00-8:30pm, LA 227 

Darcy L. Brandel      Office Phone: MC 262 / 313.927.1447 
Department of English and ML     Office hours: Mondays 3-5 pm. 
dbrandel@marygrove.edu     Additional hours available by appt. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The primary purpose of this course is to consider what happens when we read, how we use language to make 
meaning and why either of these matters. The course introduces much of the twentieth-century thinking that gets 
invoked when people in literature departments refer to “literary theory,” a phrase which includes many dimensions of 
literary study, from ideas about what counts (and doesn’t count) as literature to ideas about what happens when we 
communicate with and interpret language, as well as ideas about the relationship between literary activity and the 
larger world. It might be fairer to say, then, that this is a literary, critical, linguistic and political theory course, and 
that it could be as logically housed in a Philosophy or Political Science department as in English.  

This course is challenging as it encourages you to expand your professional vocabulary and become more self-
conscious about the process by which you produce meaning in your reading and writing.  Throughout our classes, you 
will become a more critical reader/writer and enhance your personal experience with literature.  During the semester 
you will write a few short papers using different critical strategies as well as a research paper.  In addition, you will 
also actively participate in the class presentations and discussions. 

Furthermore, the readings in the course, though not particularly long, are by their ideas and their vocabulary 
challenging enough to take a long time to get through productively. “Theory” is often a language in itself. Therefore, 
you will need to spend a significant time reading and rereading the texts, working doggedly toward a sometimes 
partial understanding, noting words you don’t get, even after consulting a dictionary, and you will always, always 
need to come to class with your questions. 

COURSE OUTCOMES: 

As a result of taking this course, you will: 
1. Enhance your understanding of the assumptions, strategies, and purposes shaping major schools of contemporary 

literary critical theory. 
2. Develop your ability to analyze a literary text and to discuss its aesthetic and political elements critically. 
3. Increase your ability to apply various methodologies of literary criticism to your own life experience as well as to 

literary works. 
4. Acquire critical vocabularies to increase your abilities to speak about literature and culture in academic contexts.  
5. Sharpen your abilities to develop an informed interpretation of literature and culture, and communicate that 

interpretation to the audience using appropriate evidence. 
6. Sharpen your critical thinking abilities, and demonstrate them in oral and written form. 

COURSE MATERIALS 

1.  The following required books will be made available to you for purchase in the bookstore: 
  Barry, Peter. Beginning Theory. 3rd ed.  
  Hayes, Terrance. Hip Logic. 
  Hayes, Terrance. Lighthead. 

 514 also needs:  Rivkin & Ryan, eds. Literary Theory: An Anthology. 2nd ed.  
1.  The Penguin Dictionary of Literary Terms and Literary Theory is recommended as a useful reference text.  
2.  Additional readings will be provided in class and/or placed on our course Blackboard site. 



ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 

1. One formal essay (25%). You must write an original, critical essay (10+ pages for 314; 15+ pages for 514) on 
Terrance Hayes’s work. This essay should be written using one of the critical approaches that you have learned in 
the class. Since this is the major writing project of the course, we will be preparing for the essay throughout the 
semester: all of the rest of your assignments are designed to help you gradually work through the paper process. 

2. Final exam (25%). Will cover all readings and class discussions. Details TBA. 

3. Two mini-essays (2 at 10% each = 20%). These are short (2-3 page) interpretive essays on elements of the 
literary texts using different critical approaches, designed to help you gain familiarity with the kind of thinking 
and writing expected in your formal essay. Details TBA.  

Students in 514 will have one mini-essay (10%) and one short review (10%) of the latest scholarly 
articles on Hayes’s work. For your review, you should read at least three scholarly articles and provide a 
short summary of each article, along with a critique of how you see each author using particular theoretical 
approaches in the argument. 

4. Weekly Blackboard responses (10%). Prior to each class, you will post a short paper (1-2 pages) on our online 
Blackboard discussion forum taking up some aspect of the weekly reading that particularly engaged you, 
confused you, or otherwise got you thinking. Be sure to reference specific passages from the reading in 
articulating your thoughts and questions. Blackboard responses should be posted *no later than midnight the 
evening before our class* in order to allow everyone time to read each other’s postings before we meet as a 
group.  

Students in 514 will also be required to post brief responses to each other’s postings, paying special 
attention to creating an online discussion of the supplemental readings. 

5. Attendance and participation (20%) in all class discussions and activities. You are also required to attend a 
public reading by Terrance Hayes at Marygrove on Friday evening, April 19. Additional details TBA. 

COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

1.    Attendance is mandatory. Come to every class and come on time. In a discussion-based class, the process of critical 
thinking and collective inquiry is as important as the conclusions reached. Therefore, in order to be successful in this 
course, it is essential that you attend class AND participate. If you are not able to attend, you are responsible for 
material missed, so make a friend on the first day that you can call to find out what we covered. Understand, however, 
that no summary of a discussion can replace your own participation in the classroom learning process.   

2.    If I detect a pattern of absence, I will contact the Dean and your advisor in order to recommend that you withdraw from 
the course. You cannot pass the course if you demonstrate an extensive pattern of absence. 

3. We will often begin with an informal check-in, to gauge our collective states of mind. Toward the end of each session, 
we will take time to reflect on how our seminar discussion went: what have we learned about the topic at hand and 
about our own group process, and why does any of this matter? 

4. Using cell phones is not appropriate during class. Make sure you turn off such devices before class begins. 
5. You are expected to complete all assignments on time. If you think that you will be unable to meet a deadline, talk with 

me ahead of time to negotiate a possible extension. Late assignments will be lowered one full letter grade. I only give 
make-up exams in cases of serious emergency. Your ability to meet the deadlines of this course will be factored into 
your attendance and participation grade. 

6. Plagiarism is a serious breach of academic honesty and discipline. You are responsible for understanding and 
complying with the policy on plagiarism as described in the undergraduate catalog. Plagiarized assignments are given a 
grade of 0/E. Any student guilty of plagiarism or cheating is reported to the Dean. Such offenses may result in 
academic probation, suspension, or dismissal from the college. 

7. Marygrove College maintains a supportive academic environment for students with disabilities.  To ensure equal access 
to all educational programs, activities and services, students with disabilities should notify the college, provide 
documentation, and request reasonable accommodations.  If you require academic accommodations in this course, you 
must contact Disability Support Services at 313.927.1427 to establish an accommodations plan with the coordinator; I 
will be as cooperative as possible in honoring your approved accommodations plan. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
(514 please also reference your supplemental reading list each week in addition to what is listed below) 

Week 1  
Jan 07  Course introduction and syllabus overview; getting acquainted  

Week 2  
Jan 14  What is theory, why does it matter, and why is it so difficult? 

Relevant readings: Barry, Introduction 
     Butler, Judith. “Values of Difficulty” (copy) 
     hooks, bell. “Theory as Liberatory Practice” (copy) 
Week 3  
Jan 21   NO CLASS -- MLK, JR. HOLIDAY 
  Relevant readings: continue reading Hayes 
   
Week 4 
Jan 28  What does theory have to do with literature?: New Criticism 

Relevant readings: Barry, Chapter 1 

Week 5  
Feb 04  Challenging how we read: Reader-Response Theories 
  Relevant readings: Hayes, Terrance. Lighthead 
     Fish, Stanley. “How to Recognize a Poem When You See One” (copy) 

Tyson, Lois. “Using Concepts from Reader Response…” (copy) 

Week 6  
Feb 11  How language works: Structuralism and Linguistics 

Relevant readings: Barry, Chapter 2 
de Saussure, Ferdinand. From Course in General Linguistics (copy) 

Week 7  
Feb 18  *Mini-essay due by Friday, Feb 22*; Post-Structuralism and Deconstruction 

Relevant readings: Barry, Chapter 3 
Derrida, Jacques. From “Différance” (copy) 

Week 8  
Feb 25  Negotiating the unconscious: Psychoanalytic Criticism 

Relevant readings: Barry, Chapter 5 
   Freud, Sigmund. “A Note on the Unconscious…” (copy) 

Week 9  
Mar 4-9  NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK  

Relevant readings: Hayes, Terrance. Hip Logic   

Week 10 
Mar 11  *314 mini-essay or 514 article review due by Friday, Mar 15*; Feminist Theory 

Relevant readings: Barry, Chapter 6 
   Moi, Toril. From Sexual/Textual Politics (copy) 

Week 11  
Mar 18  Performing gender, performing language: Queer Theory    

Relevant readings: Barry, Chapter 7 
Sedgwick, Eve Kosofsky. From Epistemology of the Closet (copy) 
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Week 12  
Mar 25  How economic class shapes perspective: Marxist Criticism 

Relevant readings: Barry, Chapter 8 
   Marx, Karl. Preface to a Contribution to the Critique of Political  

Economy  (copy) 

Week 13 
Apr 01  Whose versions of literature: Postcolonial Studies & Race 

Relevant readings: Barry, Chapter 10 
Achebe, Chinua. “An Image of Africa” (copy) 
Said, Edward. Introduction to Orientalism (copy) 

Week 14 
Apr 08  *Final paper due by Tuesday, Apr 9*; New Historicism & Cultural Studies 

Relevant readings: Barry, Chapter 9 
Tompkins, Jane. “Masterpiece Theater: The Politics of Hawthorne’s  

Literary Reputation” (copy) 
     Guillory, John. “The Canon as Cultural Capital” (copy) 

Week 15  
Apr 15  Exam review, final wrap-up, course evaluations 

Relevant readings: Tyson, Lois. “Gaining an Overview” (copy) 
  

Exam Week 
Apr 22  *FINAL EXAM* 

!  
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*Friday, April 19:  Terrance Hayes on campus; required lecture in evening. Details TBA* 

*Undergraduates are encouraged to submit your papers for the McCombs-Currier Writing Contest* 



ENGLISH 514 SUPPLEMENTAL READING LIST 

Wk 4, Jan 28 Rivkin and Ryan, “Introduction: Formalisms” (LT 3-6) 
Cleanth Brooks, “The Formalist Critics” (LT 22-27) & “The Language of Paradox” (LT 28-39)  
W.K. Wimsatt, Jr., “The Structure of the Concrete Universal” (LT 40-49) 

Wk 5, Feb 04 Rivkin and Ryan, "Introduction: Language and Action" (LT 127-130) 
Stanley Fish, "Interpretive Communities" (LT 217-221) 

Wk 6, Feb 11 Rivkin and Ryan, "The Implied Order: Structuralism" (LT 53-55) 
Jonathan Culler, "The Linguistic Foundation" (LT 56-58) 
Roland Barthes, “Mythologies” (LT 81-89) 
Michel Foucault, “The Archaeology of Knowledge” (LT 90-96) 

Wk 7, Feb 18 Rivkin and Ryan, "Introductory Deconstruction" (LT 257-261) 
Jacques Derrida, “Semiology and Grammatology” (LT 332-339)  
Barbara Johnson, “Writing” (LT 340-347) 
Helene Cixous, “The Newly Born Woman” (LT 348-354) 

Wk 8, Feb 25 Rivkin and Ryan “Strangers to Ourselves” (LT 389-96) 
Sigmund Freud, “Beyond the Pleasure Principle” (431-37) 
Jacques Lacan, “The Mirror Stage” (LT 441-46) 
Franz Fanon, “The Negro and Psychopathology” (LT 462-69) 
Nancy Chodorow, “Pre-Oedipal Gender Configurations” (LT 470-86) 

Wk 9, Mar 04 NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK 

Wk 10, Mar 11 Rivkin and Ryan, "Feminist Paradigms" (LT 765-69) 
Luce Irigaray, "The Power of Discourse and the Subordination of the Feminine" (795-98) 
Gayatri Spivak, “Three Women’s Texts and a Critique of Imperialism” (LT 838-853) 
Audre Lorde, “Age, Race, Class, and Sex: Women Redefining Difference” (LT 854-860) 
Geraldine Heng, “’A Great Way to Fly’: Nationalism, the State, and the …” (LT 861-881) 

Wk 11, Mar 18 Rivkin and Ryan, “Contingencies of Gender” (LT 885-888) 
   Michel Foucault, “The History of Sexuality” (LT 892-899) 
   Judith Butler, “Performative Acts and Gender Constitution” (LT 900-911) 
   Judith Halberstam, “Female Masculinity” (LT 935-958) 

Wk 12, Mar 25 Rivkin and Ryan, "Introduction: Starting with Zero" (LT 643-46) 
Karl Marx, selections from Capital (LT 665-672)  
Antonio Gramsci, “Hegemony” (LT 673) 
Louis Althusser, "Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses" (LT 693-702) 

Wk 13, Apr 1 Rivkin and Ryan, “English Without Shadows” (LT 1071-1074) 
Ania Loomba, "Situating Colonial and Postcolonial Studies" (LT 1100-1111)  
Edward Said, “Jane Austen and Empire” (LT 1112-1125)  
Anne McClintock, “The Angel of Progress” (LT 1185-96)  
Ngugi wa Thiong'o, "Decolonising the Mind" (LT 1126-1150) 

Wk 14, Apr 8 Rivkin and Ryan, "Writing the Past" (LT 505-07)  
Nancy Armstrong, "Some Call It Fiction: On the Politics of Domesticity" (LT 567-583)  
Stephen Greenblatt “Shakespeare and the Exorcists” (LT 592-620)  
Eric Sundquist “Melville, Delany, and the New World Slavery” (LT 621-640)
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