
ENGLISH 350: WORLD LITERATURE
Fall 2013, Mondays 1:30-4:00 pm, MC 291

Darcy L. Brandel      Office/Phone: MC 262 / 313.927.1447
Department of English and ML     Office hours: Tuesdays 10-12
dbrandel@marygrove.edu     Additional hours available by appt.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

English 350 takes an in-depth look at a range of contemporary world literature. The course will emphasize the 
study and consideration of the literary, cultural, and historical significance of selected works from Asia, Africa, 
and the Americas, as well as Europe. An important goal of the class is to promote a global understanding of the 
works in their cultural/historical contexts and of the persisting concerns that unite the different literary 
traditions.

This course is designed to realize all three major goals of the College mission: to develop in students the skills 
necessary to understand and participate effectively in the world; to foster in students the compassion to care 
about and respect the worth and dignity of people; and to promote the commitment to act responsibly for the 
building of a more just and humane world. 

COURSE OUTCOMES:

By the end of this course, each student will:
1. Identify the particular cultural/historical contexts of these individual works, along with the persisting 

concerns that unite the different literary traditions.
2. Examine stories from “other” countries and show how these stories helped to (re)define and/or question 

national and individual identities. 
3. Gain familiarity with distinctive “other” voices in literature, while challenging and critiquing “our” views of 

stories from cultures different than “our” own.
4. Increase your sophistication as a critic of global cultures, values, and policies based on the issues raised in 

selected world literature.
5. Increase your sophistication of style, organization, and development in writing and speaking critically about 

literature.
6. Gain confidence in your ability to read, analyze, discuss, and write about literature.

COURSE MATERIALS

1.  The following required texts will be made available to you for purchase in the bookstore:
 Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart  (1958)
 Aidoo, Ama Ata. Our Sister Killjoy  (1977)
 Cesaire, Aime. Notebook of a Return to the Native Land (1939)
 Coetzee, J.M. Waiting for the Barbarians (1980) 
 Dangarembga, Tsitsi. Nervous Conditions (1988)   
 Diaz, Junot. The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao (2007)
 Kawabata, Yasunari. The Old Capital (1962)
 Lee, Krys. Drifting House (2012)
 Markandaya, Kamala. Nectar in a Sieve (1954)
 Satrapi, Marjane. The Complete Persepolis (2007)

2.  Additional readings will be passed out in class and/or provided on blackboard.
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ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING

1. Weekly Blackboard responses (15%). Prior to each class, you will post a response (about one-two pages, 
double-spaced, in typescript) on our online Blackboard discussion forum taking up some aspect of the 
required reading that particularly engaged you. Be sure to reference specific passages from the reading in 
articulating your thoughts and questions. Blackboard responses should be posted *no later than midnight* 
the evening before our class. 

2. One formal research paper (40%). You must write an original research paper (about 12-14 pages) on one 
of the works you read in the class. This paper should be properly documented according to MLA style. The 
final paper should demonstrate a genuine struggle with the course content, showing how your engagement 
with this course and the readings has moved you from one place to another – how you have been 
transformed in the process of grappling with these issues. Additional details TBA.

3. Mid-term exam (25%) Around the mid-point of the course, you will be asked to demonstrate your close-
reading and critical thinking skills on an essay exam. The exam is designed to help you think through ideas 
and works you might consider for your research paper. Details TBA.

4. Attendance and participation (20%) in all class discussions and activities.  Further, every student will 
lead one of our discussions. For your scheduled session, you will be responsible for determining the 
approach to the topic, assigning any additional readings in advance as well as leading the discussion. 
Choose approaches that move you and your fellow classmates into less familiar territory and keep the whole 
community in mind. Your goal is to create a collective process of critical thinking, questioning, and 
discovery. Think of ways to use everyone’s BB responses in class.

COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

1.    Attendance is mandatory. Come to every class and come on time. In a discussion-based class, the process of 
critical thinking and collective inquiry is as important as the conclusions reached. Therefore, in order to be 
successful in this course, it is essential that you attend class AND participate. If you are not able to attend, 
you are responsible for material missed, so make a friend on the first day that you can call to find out what 
we covered. Understand, however, that no summary of a discussion can replace your own participation in 
the classroom learning process.  

2.    If I detect a pattern of absence, I will contact the Dean and your advisor in order to recommend that you 
withdraw from the course. You cannot pass the course if you demonstrate an extensive pattern of absence, 
regardless of whether or not the absences are justified.

3. We will usually usually begin with an informal check-in, where everyone can feel free to say a few words 
about her current state of mind. Toward the end of each session, we will take time to reflect on how our 
seminar discussion went: what have we learned about the topic at hand and about our own group process, 
and why does any of this matter?

4. Texting and/or taking phone calls is not appropriate during class. Make sure you silence your phone before 
class begins.

5. You are expected to complete all assignments on time. If you think that you will be unable to meet a 
deadline, talk with me ahead of time to negotiate a possible extension. Late assignments will be penalized. 
Your ability to meet the deadlines of this course will be factored into your attendance and participation 
grade.

6. Marygrove College maintains a supportive academic environment for students with disabilities.  To ensure 
equal access to all educational programs, activities and services, students with disabilities should notify the 
College, provide documentation, and request reasonable accommodations.  If you require academic 
accommodations in this course, you must contact Disability Support Services by phone at 313.927.1427, by 
email at dss@marygrove.edu, or in person in the Student Center Building, room 109, to establish an 
accommodations plan with the Coordinator.

7. Plagiarism is a serious breach of academic honesty and discipline. Plagiarized assignments are given a grade 
of 0/E. Any student guilty of plagiarism or cheating is reported to the Dean. Such offenses may result in 
academic probation, suspension, or dismissal from the college.
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COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1 
Sep 09   Course introduction and syllabus overview; getting acquainted. 

Week 2
Sep 16   Identity, colonization, and diaspora: poetry from Martinique and France in the 1940s

 Relevant readings: Cesaire, Aime. Notebook of a Return to the Native Land 

Week 3
Sep 23   Gender and colonization: a novel from India in the early 1950s
   Relevant readings: Markandaya, Kamala. Nectar in a Sieve

Week 4 
Sep 30   Colonization and resistance: a novel from Nigeria in the late 1950s

 Relevant readings: Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart

Week 5 
Oct 07   War, loss, and modernization: a novel from Japan in the 1960s

 Relevant readings: Kawabata, Yasunari. The Old Capital
 
Week 6 
Oct 14   Postcolonial community and diaspora: poetry from Ghana and Germany in the 1970s
   Relevant readings:  Aidoo, Ama Ata. Our Sister Killjoy

Week 7 
Oct 21   Postcolonial critique of empire: a novel from South Africa in the early 1980s 

 Relevant readings: Coetzee, J.M. Waiting for the Barbarians

Week 8 
Oct 28   Gender and cultural change: a novel from Rhodesia/Zimbabwe in the late 1980s

 Relevant readings: Dangarembga, Tsitsi. Nervous Conditions
 
Week 9 
Nov 04   *Midterm exam due*; research session in library

Week 10 
Nov 11   Being in between: a novel from the US and the DR in the 2000s

 Relevant readings: Diaz, Junot. The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao

*Working bibliography due no later than Friday, Nov 15 at noon*

Week 11 
Nov 18   Revolution, war, and identity: a graphic novel from Iran and France in the 2000s

 Relevant readings: Satrapi, Marjane. The Complete Persepolis

Week 12 
Nov 25   Present day diaspora: stories from Korea and the US in 2012

 Relevant readings: Lee, Krys. Drifting House
 
Week 13 
Dec 02   *Full draft of paper due for in-class workshopping*

  
Wk 14, Dec 09  Research questions, final wrap up and course evaluations
 
Friday, Dec 13  *Final paper due by noon in my office, MC 262*

3


