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ENGLISH 370: LITERATURE BY WOMEN 
Fall 2016, Tuesdays 6:00-8:30 pm, MC 291 

Darcy L. Brandel      Office/Phone: MC 262 / 313.927.1447 
Chair, English & Modern Languages    Office hours: M, T, W 3-4 pm 
dbrandel@marygrove.edu     Additional hours available by appt. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course considers some established traditions in women’s writing, from the early nineteenth century 
to the present. Throughout the semester, we will examine the development of various themes, genres, and 
styles, paying close attention to how those themes, genres, and styles are both revisited and revised by 
subsequent writers. We will consider how the authors and texts are in dialogue with one another as well as 
whose voices and experiences remain silenced in various texts.  Ultimately, the course seeks to highlight 
both the establishment of and resistance to traditions in literature by women. 

INSTITUTIONAL AND COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Marygrove College believes that every individual has the responsibility to exercise leadership for the 
common good. A Marygrove education concentrates on developing the knowledge, awareness, abilities, 
and courage that produces competent, compassionate, and committed graduates whose leadership benefits 
the communities in which they live and work. As such, Marygrove has adopted seven institutional 
learning outcomes that promote urban leadership aptitudes. English 370 is designed to help you develop 
capabilities in the following areas: (1) critical and creative thought, (2) effective communication, (3) 
depth and breadth of knowledge, and (4) promotion of social justice. 

Further, as part of your successful completion of English 370, you will: 
1. Recognize both the establishment of and resistance to traditions in literature by women. 
2. Demonstrate your understanding of these works in historical and cultural context.  
3. Develop your ability to think in great depth about a focused field of study. 
4. Demonstrate and enhance your powers of literary analysis and independent critical thinking. 
5. Demonstrate and enhance your mastery of research, writing, and oral presentation skills. 
6. Demonstrate, enhance, and build confidence in your ability to participate effectively in the discipline. 

COURSE MATERIALS 

1.  The following required books will be made available to you for purchase in the bookstore: 

  Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi. Americanah (2014) 
  Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice (1813) 

Chopin, Kate. The Awakening (1899) 
Griswold, Eliza (translator). I Am the Beggar of the World (2014) 
Larsen, Nella. Passing (1929) 
LeGuin, Ursula. The Left Hand of Darkness (1969) 
Mullen, Harryette. Sleeping with the Dictionary (2002) 
Stein, Gertrude. Tender Buttons (1914) 
Woolf, Virginia. A Room of One’s Own (1929) 

2.  Additional readings will be provided in class and placed on our Blackboard course site.  

!1



ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 

1. Weekly reading journal entries (15%). Prior to each class, you will post a response (about one-two 
pages, double-spaced, in typescript) on our online Blackboard discussion forum taking up some aspect of 
the required reading that particularly engaged you. Be sure to reference specific passages from the reading 
in articulating your thoughts and questions. Reading journal entries should be posted *no later than 
midnight* the evening before our class.  

2. One formal research paper (40%). You must write an original research paper (about 12 pages) on one of 
the works you read in the class. This paper should be properly documented according to MLA style. The 
final paper should demonstrate your intellectual growth over the semester, showing how your engagement 
with this course and the readings has moved you from one place to another – how you have been 
transformed in the process of grappling with these issues. Additional details TBA. 

3. Mid-term exam (25%). Around the mid-point of the course, you will be asked to demonstrate your close-
reading and critical thinking skills on an essay exam. The exam is designed to help you think through ideas 
and works you might consider for your research paper. Details TBA. 

4. Attendance and participation (20%) in all class discussions and activities.  Further, every student will 
lead one of our discussions. For your scheduled session, you will be responsible for determining the 
approach to the topic, assigning any additional readings in advance as well as leading the discussion. 
Choose approaches that move you and your fellow classmates into less familiar territory and keep the 
whole community in mind. Your goal is to create a collective process of critical thinking, questioning, and 
discovery. Think of ways to use everyone’s reading journal entries in class. 

COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

1. Attendance is mandatory. Come to every class and come on time. In a discussion-based class, the process 
of critical thinking and collective inquiry is as important as the conclusions reached. Therefore, in order to 
be successful in this course, it is essential that you attend class AND participate. If you are not able to 
attend, you are responsible for material missed, so make a friend on the first day that you can call to find 
out what we covered. Understand, however, that no summary of a discussion can replace your own 
participation in the classroom learning process.   

2. If I detect a pattern of absence, I will contact the Dean and your advisor in order to recommend that you 
withdraw from the course. You cannot pass the course if you demonstrate an extensive pattern of absence. 

3. We will usually begin with a check-in round, in which everyone will say a few words about her/his current 
state of mind. Toward the end of each session, we will take time to reflect on how our seminar discussion 
went: what have we learned about the topic at hand and about our own group process, and why does any of 
this matter? 

4. Texting and/or taking phone calls is not appropriate during class. Make sure you silence your phone before 
class begins. 

5. You are expected to complete all assignments on time. If you think that you will be unable to meet a 
deadline, talk with me ahead of time to negotiate a possible extension. Late assignments will be penalized. 
Your ability to meet the deadlines of this course will be factored into your attendance and participation 
grade. 

6. Plagiarism is a serious breach of academic honesty and discipline. You are responsible for understanding 
and complying with the policy on plagiarism as described in the undergraduate catalog. Plagiarized 
assignments are given a grade of 0/E. Any student guilty of plagiarism or cheating is reported to the Dean. 
Such offenses may result in academic probation, suspension, or dismissal from the college. 

7. Marygrove College maintains a supportive academic environment for students with disabilities. To ensure 
equal access to all educational programs, activities and services, students with disabilities should notify the 
College, provide documentation, and request reasonable accommodations. If you require academic 
accommodations in this course, you must contact Disability Support Services by email at 
<dss@marygrove.edu> to establish an accommodations plan with the Coordinator; I will be as cooperative 
as possible in honoring your approved accommodations plan. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

Week 1 
Sep 06  Course introduction and syllabus overview; what makes a good discussion? 
  Relevant readings: Palmer, Parker. “Meeting for Learning” (copy) 
     hooks, bell. From Teaching to Transgress (copy) 

Week 2  
Sep 13  Considering gender: access to literary representation   
  Relevant readings: Woolf, Virginia. A Room of One’s Own 

Tompkins, Jane. “Masterpiece Theater: The Politics of  
Hawthorne’s Literary Reputation” (copy)   

Week 3 
Sep 20 Defining and critiquing womanhood  

Relevant readings: Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice  
     Truth, Sojourner. Selected speeches (copy) 

Week 4 
Sep 27  Impacts and consequences of gender roles 

Relevant readings: Chopin, Kate. The Awakening 

Week 5   
Oct 04  Intersections between race and gender inequality 

Relevant readings: Larsen, Nella. Passing  
hooks, bell. “Holding My Sister’s Hand”(copy) 

Week 6 
Oct 11  The question of a female aesthetic 

Relevant readings: Stein, Gertrude. Tender Buttons 
   Gilman, Charlotte Perkins. “The Yellow Wallpaper” (copy) 

Week 7 
Oct 18  Ain’t I a woman?: revisiting traditions 

Relevant readings: Mullen, Harryette. Sleeping with the Dictionary 

Week 8 
Oct 25  Challenging authorial power  

Relevant readings: Paley, Grace. Selected stories (copy)  

Week 9 
Nov 01  Deconstructing gender; get midterm take-home exam   

Relevant readings: LeGuin, Ursula. The Left Hand of Darkness 

*Midterm exam due no later than Friday, Nov 4 at noon* 

Week 10 
Nov 08  Multicultural experiences, multilingual representations 

Relevant readings: Anzaldúa, Gloria. “How to Tame a Wild Tongue” (copy),  
From Making Face, Making Soul: Haciendo Caras (copy) 
Lorde, Audre. Sels from Sister Outsider (copy)  
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Week 11 
Nov 15  Globalization and intersectionality 
  Relevant readings: Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi. Americanah 

*Working bibliography due no later than Friday, Nov 18 at noon* 

Week 12 
Nov 22  Global politics and war 
  Relevant readings: Griswold, Eliza, (translator). I Am the Beggar of the World 
   
Week 13 
Nov 29  *Full draft of paper due for in-class workshopping* 

   

Week 14 
Dec 06  Final class session; course evaluations; research paper troubleshooting  

Finals Week 
Dec 13  *FINAL PAPER DUE BY NOON IN MY OFFICE*

!4


